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Nuclear reactor meltdown

1 Reactor 6 Steam piping to turbine 11 Cooling water pump
] / A ) 2 Fuel 7 Feedwater 12 Concrete shielding
® - 3 Control rods 8 Sea water for cooling
/ A e o k 4 Circulators 9 Block heater
5 Control rod drives 10 Feedwater pump

e Generator

Turbine

9 e
| {
10 c

Condenser
Sea water

At the Fukushima plant seawater is being diverted
into the reactor in an attempt to avert a meltdown

Without adequate cooling, the temperature of the

nuclear fuel rises

At 3,450°F the fuel rods protective coating is lost and they start to melt

further dislocating coolant, non-circulating water can boil away within days
fter further temperature increase the fuel is heated at the bottom of

pressure vessel and can then continue to melt through the reactor base

isotype.com REUTERS
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